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soon as tlie last column was out of Dresden, having handed
over the forts and the munitions of war, the allied generals
declared that they had no power to sign the capitulation
without the consent of the generalissimo, Prince Schwarzen-
berg, and that as he would not ratify it it was null and
void. They offered, indeed, to let our troops return to
Dresden, putting them in exactly the position in which they
were on the day of the capitulation, that is, with provisions
for a few days only. But so long as the French occupied
the place they had concealed their destitution ; now that the
enemy knew it, their offer was, of course, illusory. Our troops
were indignant at this breach of faith ; but what could they
do ? The enemy had taken care to surround our isolated
detachments with battalions, posted previously at the places
where the news of the breach of the capitulation would reach the
various columns. Resistance was out of the question, and our
people were under the sad, necessity of laying down their arms.

After the treachery committed on the field of Leipzig came
the breach of capitulations, which up to then all civilised
nations held sacred. None the less have the Germans
chanted c Victory'; for everything, even dishonour, seemed
to them allowable in order to crush Napoleon. All the allied
sovereigns having adopted this new and iniquitous law of
nations, they put it in force with regard to the garrison of
Dantzig. After a vigorous defence of that place, General
Eapp was forced, by want of provisions, to surrender, on
condition that the garrison should return to France. Yet, m
spite of the treaty signed Iby the Prince of Wurtemberg, who
commanded the besieging army, this condition was basely
violated, and the brave defenders of Dantzig, to the number
of 10,000, were sent as prisoners into Eussia, where most of
them perished from their hardships.

A conspicuous feature of that siege was the conduct of an
infantry captain in the garrison, M. de Chambure. This
brave and intelligent officer obtained leave to form a 'free
company,' composed of picked volunteers. This hand under-
took the most venturesome enterprises. It used to go at
night and surprise the besiegers' outposts, penetrate within
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